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I. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
. I. Claims 1-26, drawn to a package, classified in class 206, subclass 5.1 . 

II. Claims 27-44, drawn to a method of reducing the adherence of a medical 
device to a package, classified in class 264, subclass 1.1. 

III. Claims 45-48, drawn to a method of hydrating a contact lens, classified in 
class 264, subclass 2.6. 

The inventions are independent or distinct, each from the other because: 
Inventions l/ll, ll/lll and l/lll are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be 
shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the different inventions have clearly different modes of operation and effects. The 
instant package of Group I can be used in other than the methods of Groups II and III 
and the methods of Groups II and II are also not related and in that they have different 
effects. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
because the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art due to their 
recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Ms. Hope on April 9, 2007 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-26. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
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Claims 27-48 have been withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(1). 

2. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

If the particular materials recited in claims 1 and 11-13 constitute tradenames, 
they should be listed as such. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 1 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Japanese document 52-93398. 

Japanese -398 discloses the instant package comprising a molded base material 
comprising an additive, the additive being PVP. Note that the language "for storing 
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medical devices" as recited in instant claim 1 and the limitations of instant claims 11-13 
are submitted to be recitations that would be inherent in the package of Japanese -398 
or that would inherently be met in the package of the applied reference. 

4. Claims 1-4 and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by British Patent Application 2,078,760. 

British -760 discloses the instant package comprising a molded base material 
comprising an additive, the additive being glycerol monostearate. Note that the 
language "for storing medical devices" as recited in instant claim 1 and the limitations of 
instant claims 11-13 are submitted to be recitations that would be inherent in the 
package of British -760 or that would inherently be met in the package of the applied 
reference. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-10 and 15-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Japanese document 52-93398. 

Japanese -398 discloses the basic claimed package as set forth in paragraph 2, supra, 
the reference essentially lacking a clear teaching of concentration of the PVP, that it 
would be compounded with other moieties and the surface roughness of the package. 
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It is respectfully submitted that these aspects would have been well within the skill level 
of the art dependent on the degree with which one would want to protect the inner wall 
of the package and the exact properties desired for the wall. 

6. Claims 5 and 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over British Patent Application 2,078,760. 

British -760 discloses the basic claimed package as set forth in paragraph 3, supra, the 
reference essentially lacking a clear teaching of concentration of the glycerol 
monostearate and the inner surface roughness of the package. As noted in paragraph 
4, supra, these aspects are submitted to be obvious and within the skill level of the art 
for reasons given in paragraph 4, supra— ie, dependent on protection and properties 
desired for the inner wall. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on 571 272-1 176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

M. Vargot Mathieu D. vargot 

April 10, 2007 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 1732 



